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What's New in
Notifications

Julian Sparber



About Me

Adaptive core apps
Fractal GTK4 rewrite
Most recently STF
GNOME Foundation board



The Goal
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Modern Needs

Tie notifications to apps
Global notification sounds
Notification grouping
Better media support



How do we
get there?




It's complicated...



Developer Confusion

GNOME Shell has lots of features
Many can't be used by our apps
Gio.Notification doesn't support them
Hard to know what's available



Multiple APls

XDG (FDO) Notification
Gio.Notification
Private GNOME Shell API
XDG Portal



Status Quo
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The Plan




Invest in Portal API

Apps use Portal APl already (via Gio)
portal backend uses private GNOME Shell AP
Add new features to Portal AP
Old APIs still supported as fallback



Plan for the future*

Non-sandboxed
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* This is the happy path, the old APIs would still be supported for old apps
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Features to Add

Tying notifications to apps
Grouping by message thread
Larger images in notification body
Special notifications for e.g. calls
Clearing up undefined behavior



GNOME Shell



New Features

Allow expanding notifications in the drawer
Large images in the notification body
Grouping by app
Grouping by message thread



List of apps
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GNOME 46

GNOME Shell code cleanups
Notification headers
Expanding in the drawer
Various style improvements
Wayland Activation



Wayland Activation
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Constraints

Backwards compatibility
Reduce uncertainty in API defintion
Don't introduce a new API
Have a plan for future extension



New Properties

Play sounds
Markup in notification body
Link notifications to app (not sandbox)
Hints for how banners are shown



New Properties

Categories (e.g. chat, alarm)
Button purposes
Query supported categories/purposes



Future Work

Docs for app developers
More properties post v2
Grouping by message thread Ul



Post v2 Spec

Vibration
Notification LED
Grouping by thread
Body image



Funded by STF
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